
Cortes Island (Area I) Regional Director’s Report 

 
 Brian and I had the pleasure of touring the BC interior for just over a week last 

month.  The weather was reasonably cooperative but we were followed by a 

thunderstorm through the Slocan Valley.  It stalled the most relaxing aspect of our 

journey.  We were not allowed into the Halcyon Hot Springs pools until the lightening 

was a safe distance.  It was however, definitely worth the wait!  It had been a number of 

years since I had traveled to the mainland and it reminded me that we live in a truly 

beautiful province.  On the coast, we like to think we live in paradise but truly we live in 

paradise province.   

 

Ferry Advisory Committee 
 I am pleased to announce that the Cortes has five members appointed to the 

committee.  Bertha Jeffrey’s, Ted Harrison, John Sprungman, Alois Strannan, and I have 

all accepted appointments.  This is the first time that Cortes has had full representation 

and reflects the importance of ferry issues to this community.  The island will definitely 

be well represented in the upcoming meetings.  I am also pleased to announce that John 

Sprungman is the newly elected chair of the committee.  John brings a wealth of 

knowledge having served on the committee since its inception.  He is enthusiastic and 

dedicated and has a number of ideas and initiatives he hopes to implement. 

 

Argosy Geoduck Information Meeting 
The Integrated Land Management Bureau has scheduled a public information 

meeting regarding the geoduck application near Squirrel Cove.  It will be held on July 24 

at the Gorge Hall 6pm-8pm.   The community will have an opportunity to learn about 

geoduck culture in BC and specifically what is proposed in the Squirrel Cove area.  After 

the presentation there will be an opportunity to ask questions.  Islanders will have an 

additional two weeks to submit comments after this meeting.  I have been copied on 

many emails from citizens concerned about this proposal.   I appreciate the input—it is an 

indication of the level of concern that is growing within the community.  I understand the 

Cortes Ecoforestry Society (CES) is holding a membership appreciation gathering later 

that evening.  The timing of the two events should allow folks the opportunity to partake 

in both. 

    

 Island Events 
 The Teen Szene held its Grand Opening on Canada Day.  It was great to see the 

space the teens have created for themselves.  At the time of the opening they had worked 

for 8 weeks (with limited resources) to create their own place.  I loved the decorating and 

was intrigued by air hockey.  The food was great, too.  They also had a fund raising event 

at Cortes Days last weekend.  The makeover concept and wheel of fortune were welcome 

additions to the festivities. 

Cortes Days was once again graced by lovely weather.  This event always draws a 

good crowd and this year was no different.  The major difference this year was the lack of 

commercial vendors.  The focus this year was to support all the various community 

fundraisers.  The food selection was fabulous as always—burgers, hotdogs, sushi, salads, 



pizzas and smoothies.  Nail, Sail, and Bail is an annual favorite and this year many 

delighted in the nail driving and log sawing contests.  The innovative ideas were 

entertaining and fun.  The afternoon Concert by “Les Maudits” was a treat.  Later many 

gathered at Manson’s Hall to dance in the new day to music by “Mr. Completely.”  

Thanks to the many volunteers that make this annual event one of the highlights of the 

summer season. 

I’m looking forward to more upcoming community events-- the Arts and Music 

Festival (July 21 &22), the launch of the CES calendar (July 29) and the Sand Castle 

Competition  (in August).  These plus a truly amazing the number of birthdays and 

anniversary’s conspire to make the next six weeks the busiest social time of the year.   

It’s great to have so much to celebrate. 

 

Feel free to contact me at 935-6488 Monday through Friday 9:00 am to 4 pm.  If 

you get the answering machine try my cell phone -- 202-6488.  You can also email me at 

brijen@oberon.ark.com anytime.        

 

Enjoy the season.  Jenny Hiebert—Director, Cortes (Area I), CSRD 
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